
	Many of our current rights found in the Constitution are due to the fact that Patrick Henry fought for them.

Patrick Henry had 16 children.

He always remained loyal to the colonies.

Patrick Henry represented Virginia at the Continental Congress.

“I know of no way of judging of the future but by the past....There is no longer any room for hope”

“If we wish to remain free… we must fight!"
“Is life so dear, or peace so sweet, as to be purchased at the price of chains and slavery….

I know not what course others may take; but as for me, give me liberty or give me death!”


	The Ultimatum of Patrick Henry, 1775

The American colonies were able to carry out a revolution because of the foresight of Patrick Henry and others like him. The colonies were fatigued from the oppressive acts against them by the current British rulers. These colonial leaders were not defiantly shirking their obligations toward government, but instead, they were self-motivated men ambitiously seeking a fair government. Only after exhausting all attempts to persuade the king to allow a colonial voice in government, did the colonies hold a meeting to consider a revolt against the throne of England. During this meeting Patrick Henry, a respected statesman, gave his now famous “liberty or death” speech in order to affirm his support for the independence movement. His education and his loyalty to the American colonies are two reasons this speech was influential among his colleagues.
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Patrick Henry’s education earned him the respect of the colonial leaders who assembled at Richmond, Virginia, in 1775. He began his education at a common English school that he attended until the age of ten. Afterwards his father finished educating him at home. At the age of 23, he decided to study law. He quickly understood the basic concepts and was admitted to the bar in less than a year. He began to practice law and won many cases. His ability to interpret the viewpoint of the judge was one of the reasons for his success. Then his skillful use of language made it possible to manipulate the emotions of the court. He always worked cases which were in the best interest of the working citizens in the American colonies.
Patrick Henry always remained loyal to the American colonies. He refused to sacrifice the rights of his fellow citizens, even when faced with overwhelming odds. In 1764, England’s Parliament passed the Stamp Act, which unfairly taxed the colonies. Patrick Henry persuaded the Virginia House of Burgesses to pass resolutions showing their resistance to the payment of the new tax. He could see that England would continue taxing the colonies to the point of enslavement. It was his purpose to uphold Virginia against unfair treatment and taxation. He also believed that citizens possessed certain rights that could not be removed by any government. Patrick Henry’s argument culminated ten years later with the delivery of his “liberty or death” speech on the floor of the Continental Congress.                  
                                                ((((((((((

Give Me Liberty or Give Me Death

In 1775, Virginia citizens sent Patrick Henry to represent them in the Continental Congress. During this meeting he gave the most powerful speech of his career. On March 23, 1775, Patrick Henry said “Give me liberty or give me death” to incite the President into war.
"Mr. President:

"It is natural to man to indulge in the illusions of hope. We are apt to shut our eyes against a painful truth, and listen to the song of the siren till she transforms us into beasts. Is this the part of wise men, engaged in a great and arduous struggle for liberty? Are we disposed to be of the number of those who having eyes see not, and having ears hear not, the things which so nearly concern their temporal salvation? For my part, whatever anguish of spirit it may cost, I am willing to know the whole truth; to know the worst and to provide for it….
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"Sir, we have done everything that could be done to avert the storm which is now coming on. We have petitioned, we have remonstrated, we have supplicated, we have prostrated ourselves before the throne, and have implored its interposition to arrest the tyrannical hands of the ministry and Parliament. Our petitions have been slighted; our remonstrances have produced additional violence and insult; our supplications have been disregarded; and we have been spurned with contempt from the foot of the throne. In vain, after these things, may we indulge the fond hope of peace and reconciliation. There is no longer any room for hope. If we wish to be free, if we mean to preserve inviolate those inestimable privileges for which we have been so long contending, if we mean not basely to abandon the noble struggle in which we have been so long engaged, and which we have pledged ourselves never to abandon until the glorious object of our contest shall be obtained – we must fight! I repeat, sir, we must fight! An appeal to arms and to the God of Hosts is all that is left us!

"They tell us, sir, that we are weak – unable to cope with so formidable an adversary. But when shall we be stronger? Will it be the next week, or the next year? …. Shall we acquire the means of effectual resistance by lying supinely on our backs, and hugging the delusive phantom of hope until our enemies shall have bound us hand and foot? … Besides, sir, we have no election. If we were base enough to desire it, it is not too late to retire from the contest. ….

"It is in vain, sir, to extenuate the matter. Gentlemen may cry, peace, peace; but there is no peace. The war is actually begun. The next gale that sweeps from the north will bring to our ears the clash of resounding arms. Our brethren are already in the field. Why to our ears the clash of resounding arms. Our brethren are already in the field. Why stand we here idle? What is it that gentlemen wish? What would they have? Is life so dear, or peace so sweet, as to be purchased at the price of chains and slavery? Forbid it Almighty God – I know not what course others may take; but as for me, give me liberty or give me death!"
                                                   ((((((((((
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