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WEEK TWO: SCIENTIFIC REVOLUTION

For Debate: Today scientific ways of thinking are as accepted and taken for granted as traditional ways of thinking were in the 16th century. What might a future change in the ways of thinking be like? Do you think such ways of thinking would be accepted without too much difficulty? To arrive at a conclusion, we will need to consider each of the following:

· First, why was the Church so opposed to the heliocentric theory?
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Second, if you were Galileo or Copernicus, would you have fought for your beliefs, even at the risk of being executed or jailed? Give examples of men and women, throughout history, who have risked imprisonment and death to defend their ideas or beliefs. Are there ideas or beliefs that you would defend today at all costs? 

· Third, major advances in science are often controversial because they change our way of thinking, raise important ethical questions, or come into conflict with traditional religious values. Give examples of scientific advances that have raised such controversy during your lifetime.
· Summation: What is your conclusion? Today scientific ways of thinking are as accepted and taken for granted as traditional ways of thinking were in the 16th century. What might a future change in the ways of thinking be like? Do you think such ways of thinking would be accepted without too much difficulty?
Use effective communication techniques when you share your ideas, insights, and discoveries with others. (B4)
